Two suited overcalls

Michaels

Michaels is a cue-bid of an opponent's suit that promises a two-suited hand, usually with at least five cards in each suit (although some brave souls play it as 5-4). Partner is asked to bid one of the two suits shown. 

There are several versions of this convention but the most common appears to be:

· If an opponent has bid 1club clubs shows both majors (hearts and spades) 
, then 2
· If an opponent has bid 1diamondiamonds shows both majors (hearts and spades) 
, then 2 d
· If an opponent has bid 1hearts shows the other major (spades) and an unspecified minor 
heart, then 2
· If an opponent has bid 1 shows the other major (hearts) and an unspecified minor 
spade then 2 spades
· 2NT shows the minors

All these bids are alertable.

Partner can now bid one of the two suits shown at any level, depending on how good his support for the suit is. 

If the Michaels cue-bidder has shown an unspecified minor, partner can respond 2NT (alertable) to ask which minor he holds. 

If he has clubs, he bids 3 clubs
If he has diamonds, he bids 3 diamonds. 

Ghestem

Ghestem is similar to Michaels. Peter and I play a modified version of Ghestem:

All of the bids show 

· At least 5-5 in the specified suits

· at least 7 points non-vulnerable at least 9 points vulnerable, but the bid is unlimited)

The bids are:

· A cue bid of any suit shows the two highest ranking suits

· 2NT shows the two lowest ranking suits

· 3 clubs shows the other two suits

All these bids are alertable.

I prefer our version of Ghestem because

· there is no ambiguity over which suits are being shown

· the system is easy to remember

· the only ‘lost’ bid is the intermediate jump overcall of 3 clubs, but this type of hand can be shown with a double and then a club rebid at the lowest level

Some examples

1♣ - 2♣
shows the two highest ranking suits (the majors)
1♦  - 2♦
shows the two highest ranking suits (the majors)

1♥   - 2♥
shows the two highest ranking suits (spades and diamonds)

1♠ - 2♠
shows the two highest ranking suits (hearts and diamonds)

1♠ - 2NT
shows the two lowest ranking suits (the minors)
1♦  - 2NT
shows the two lowest ranking suits (clubs and hearts)
1♦  - 3C
shows the other 2 suits (clubs and spades)
Hand 1

This hand (as far as I can remember it) occurred recently at the club.

♠ A Q J x x 

♥ K J 8 x x
♦ x x
♣ x 

♠ x
 







♠ x x
♥ A x x







♥ Q x x x




♦ Q J x







♦ A x x x

♣ K Q J x x x







♣ x x x
♠ K x x x x

♥ x x
♦ K x x
♣ A x x 

NS vulnerable
Dealer  west

lead  ♣ K

West

North

East

South

(John)

(Peter)
(David)
(Bob)

1C

2C

NB

3S

NB

4S

all pass

Peter’s 2 club bid showed the majors and with a very good spade fit and the club ace I thought my hand was worth 3 spades. Peter bid the game which made comfortably. No other pair were in game.

Hand 2

I came across this hand recently. A Ghestem style bid paved the way for a high level sacrifice.

♠ x x 

♥ 10 9 8 x x
♦ A K J x x
♣ A 

♠ A J x x x x
 





♠ K Q 10 x x
♥ -







♥ x




♦ x







♦ x x x

♣ Q 10 x x x x





♣ K 9 x x 
♠ -

♥ A K Q J x x x
♦ Q 10 x x
♣ J x 

NS vulnerable
Dealer South 


West

North

East

South







1H

3C

4C

4S

5S

NB

6D

NB

7H

NB

NB

7S

NB

NB

X

all pass

West’s 3 club overcall promised the other two suits.

North’s 4 clubs agreed hearts and promised first round control in clubs.

East was good enough to compete with 4 spades.

South now showed first round control in spades and north showed his diamond control.

With his excellent heart suit south bid the grand slam.

When this came round to west he reasoned that there would be at most four losers in a spade contract and sacrificed in seven spades.

In fact, best defense takes only 3 tricks (south leads a club, north underleads his diamond honours and south gives north his club ruff.) At the table south led ♥ A and east lost just a club and a diamond.







