Transfers

Transfer sequences can be quite complicated but a simplified version seems to me to be a useful tool in the bidding armoury. Most of our more experienced players use a simple transfer system after a 1NT or 2NT opening. Why do they do this?

The main reasons are:

1. If responder is weak, the weaker hand becomes dummy and the stronger hand is hidden.

2. If responder is weak, the lead comes around to the strong hand rather than through it.

3. If responder is stronger, transfers allow both the shape and the strength of the hand to be shown.

So how does it work?

In response to 1NT

2 diamonds says transfer to hearts (this should be announced by saying “hearts”)

2 hearts says transfer to spades (this should be announced by saying “spades”)

Most players at Keswick will now use 

2 spades to show exactly 11 points with a balanced hand

2NT to show exactly 12 points with a balanced hand

Some players use 2 spades to say transfer to clubs – this is useful when they hold a weak hand with a minor suit – they pass with clubs or correct to 3 diamonds

In response to 2NT

3 diamonds says transfer to hearts (this should be announced by saying “hearts”)

3 hearts says transfer to spades (this should be announced by saying “spades”)

Example 1

Partner opens 1NT

You hold 
S  QJ98432

H  765

D  4

C  84

Bid 2 hearts, asking partner to bid spades and then pass

Example 2 

Partner opens 1NT

You hold 
S  KJ98432

H  765

D  A

C  KQ

Bid 2 hearts, asking partner to bid spades and then raise to four spades

Example 3 

Partner opens 1NT

You hold 
S  KJ984
H  76

D  A72

C  KQ7

Bid 2 hearts, asking partner to bid spades and then bid 3NT offering a choice of game contracts

Example 4

Partner opens 1NT

You hold 
S  KJ984
H  KQ765

D  4

C  KQ

Bid 2 hearts, asking partner to bid spades and then bid four hearts giving partner the choice of major suit contracts

Example 5

Partner opens 1NT

You hold 
S  KQJ984
H -


D KQ765
C  K7

Bid 2 hearts, asking partner to bid spades and then bid three diamonds (forcing) giving partner a clear picture of your hand

Example 6

Partner opens 2NT

You hold 
S  84

H  765432

D 765

C  87

Bid 3 diamonds, asking partner to bid hearts and then pass

Example 7

Partner opens 2NT

You hold 
S  KQ1098
H  632

D 765

C  K7

Bid hearts, asking partner to bid spades and then bid three no trump giving partner a choice of 3NT or 4 spades

Under what circumstances would you break the transfer?

Some partnerships use quite complex systems and break the transfer sequence in a number of situations.  If you are new to transfers I would recommend just one.

Example 8

You open 1NT

You hold 
S K1062
H  AQ85
D Q109
C  K4

Partner holds

S AJ743
H  1042
D 32
C  A108

Partner bids 2 hearts (transfer). With a maximum point count and four spades you should break the transfer by bidding three spades. Now, despite holding only nine points partner can see that you have a fit and can bid four spades.

I have shown only a few examples here. There are lots more sequences. Should you decide to adopt transfers then you will need to discuss a whole range of hands with your partner.

