The negative (or Sputnik) double

Partner
RHO

you

1C

1S

?

S 87

H KQ42
D K543
C 1084

What do you bid?

2D or 2H would show a five card suit, 1NT would promise a spade stop but with 8 hcp you are unwilling to pass.

The negative double comes to your rescue here. 

It essentially tells partner that you have some strength but that the intervention has prevented you from making the bid you would have made. 

It further suggests no real support for partner’s suit and at least tolerance for the two unbid suits making it a type of takeout double (so don’t alert)

When is such a double negative and when is it for penalties?

The common method is to play it as negative up to and including 2 spades and to play it for penalties above that level.

So
1C

2S
X
is negative


1C

3S
X
is for penalties

Some more examples

1C
1S
?

a) S 87

H KQ42
D J764
C K108 

= X

(similar to the original example)

b) S 872

H AK4

D QJ43
C K84


= X

(a stronger hand but double is still the best bid)

c) S 87

H K7642
D 543

C K84


= X

(this time you have 5 hearts but you are too weak to bid 2H so again double)

d) S 87

H AK742
D A54

C 1084

= 2H


(this time you have 5 hearts and are strong so make the bid you would have made without the intervention)

