The Directional Asking Bid (DAB)

The DAB is a useful little gadget, which will help you find more no trump contracts and avoid ones that you shouldn’t be in.

a) ( KJ98
( Q5
( K76
( AQ73

You hold the above hand and partner opens 1(. RHO overcalls 1( and you respond 1(. Partner bids 2(, what now? 

5( might be on but nine tricks are easier than eleven.

Game in NT is likely if partner can help to stop the hearts so you make a directional asking bid of 2( (alertable) which says to partner:

1. I have a partial heart stop

2. If you can help then bid NT (the ace is best but Kx, Qx and Jxx are good enough).

Suppose partner holds

b) ( A
( K7
( A9854
( KJ862

he can happily bid 3NT.

But with this hand

c) ( A

( 87

( A9854
( KJ862

he would bid 4(
The western cue bid

A slightly different version is the western cue bid which works in a similar way except that the cue bidder does not promise a partial stop so the responder must have a complete stop.

d) ( A

( A7

( A9854
( KJ862
North

e) ( KJ98
( 75

( K76

( AQ73
South
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In this method south can bid 2( without a partial stop and north must have a complete stop (ace, KQx, QJ10 etc.) to bid NT.
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