Splinters

Splinter bids can help you to find slams which are short in point count.

A splinter is an unnecessarily high jump in a new suit

A splinter bid shows three things in one bid!

1. Good trump support

2. Void or singleton in the suit bid

3. An interest in slam

Responder’s splinter bid requires at least 12 point

Opener’s splinter rebid requires at least 15 points

When your partner makes a splinter bid you need to look at your holding in that suit. Splinters help you to reach slams with less than the normally acceptable number of points because there are no wasted values. If partner makes a splinter bid the ideal holding for you in that suit is three or four small cards.

After a splinter bid a new suit is a control showing bid and 4NT is your chosen version of Blackwood

Example 1

West




East

S AJ753



K10642

H 4




J73

D KQ54



AJ2

C Q73




AJ

West




East






1S

4H




4NT

5D




6S

After west’s splinter in hearts east knows that there is, at most, one loser in hearts and that all of west’s points are in the other three suits. A Blackwood enquiry shows that only one ace is missing so west can confidently bid 6 spades – a small slam on 26 points!

Example 2

West




East

S KJ74



AQ85

H AJ6




K7

D 8752



6

C 76




AKJ982

West




East






1C

1S




4D

4H




6S

With good support, a singleton diamond and over 15 points east makes a 4D splinter rebid. It costs nothing for west to cue bid the ace of hearts and east can bid 6 spades (or use Blackwood first) which will make seven on anything but a diamond lead.

Please note, the holding in the splinter suit is critical 

Example 3

West




East

S KJ74



AQ85

H 852




K7

D AJ52



6

C 76




AKJ982

West




East






1C

1S




4D

4S




pass

Changing west’s had slightly from example 2 makes a huge difference.

West’s diamond honours are now largely wasted and there could easily be two heart losers. West rejects the slam try and settles for 4 spade

Example 4

A repeat splinter bid shows a void (or rarely a singleton ace)

West




east

S K987



A5

H A8432



KQJ75

D AJ87



Q2

C -




9843

West




East






1H

4C




4H

5C




6H

After west’s initial splinter east is reluctant to investigate slam with only 12 points. When west rebids the splinter suit east knows that there are no club losers and that all of west’s points are in the other 3 suits. Holding the ace of spades east is happy to bid the small slam with a combined 24 point count!

Slams like these are hard to bid without splinters.

As always, if you decide to adopt splinters you need lots of detailed discussion with your partner.

