Simple squeezes

A useful definition of a squeeze is the play of a winner in one suit which forces an opponent to discard a winner or vital card in another suit.
The Basic Squeeze Ending 


The simplest squeeze ending is one of several types known collectively as simple squeezes. 

The basic squeeze ending has the following requirements: 

1. Timing 



declarer must be able to win all of the 






remaining tricks but one (except in some very 





rare situations)

2. The squeeze card 

a winner

3. The single menace 

a single card  in a  suit which threatens to 





become a winner

4. The extended menace
 
two cards in the same suit, one of which is a 





winner and one of which threatens to become 





a winner

Example 1 

♠ 2

♥ A J
♦  -

♣ -

♠ - 
♥ K Q







immaterial

♦  -

♣ A 

♠ A

♥ 2
♦  -

♣ K

Checking the requirements:

Timing 

south can win two of the last three tricks

Squeeze card 
the ace of spades

Single menace
the king of clubs

Extended menace
the ace-knave of hearts

When south leads the squeeze card (ace of spades) what can west do? If he discards the ace of clubs then south’s king is promoted and if he discards a heart honour north’s knave is promoted.

Note that if it is east who holds the relevant cards the squeeze still operates. This is because the squeeze card is in the same hand as the single menace. The squeeze works against either opponent (it is said to be automatic).

If you are new to squeeze plays there are (at least!) two most obvious questions.

How do I know when to play for a squeeze?

The simple answer is when you need an extra trick and can’t see any other way of making one.

How can I be sure that the necessary requirements are met?

Try to check the timing, the menaces and the squeeze card and then play the hand through in your head.

Time to look at a full hand:

Example 2

♠ A K J 10 9 4 2

♥ 6
♦ 5 3
♣ Q 7 5

♠ Q 8 3

♥ A 2
♦ A K Q 8
♣ A 6 3 2

Pairs

N-S vulnerable
Dealer north

Lead = ♥ K
West

North

East

South

4♠
 
NB
 
 5NT





NB

7♠

NB

 7NT

South’s 5NT is the grand slam force asking partner to bid seven with two of the top three honours.

North dutifully bids seven spades and at pairs south risks seven no-trump.
As in every contract we first assess our winners and losers. We have 7 spade, 1 heart, 3 diamond and 1 club tricks - a total of 12 - so we have one loser. What chances are there for the extra trick?

One opponent might hold a singleton ♣ K (highly unlikely!)

One opponent might hold exactly ♦ J109 (highly unlikely)

Combined, the odds that either of these distributions exists is only around 4% - not very promising.

This is the time to look for a squeeze.

Checking the requirements:

Timing

yes, we can take all of the tricks but one

Single menace
the ♣ Q
Extended menace
the diamonds

Squeeze card
the last spade (the squeeze will be automatic)

So we take the first trick with the ♥ A, cash the ♣ A and run the spades to reach this ending

♠ 4 

♥ -
♦ 5 3
♣ Q 7 

♠ - 
♥ -







immaterial

♦  J1054

♣ K
♠ -

♥ -
♦ A K Q 8
♣ 6 

On the lead of the last spade (the squeeze card) if either opponent (remember the squeeze is automatic) holds any four diamonds and the ♣ K he will be squeezed – if he discards the ♣ K this promotes your ♣ Q and if he discards a diamond all your diamonds are good.

It is important to cash the ♣ A before playing the squeeze card or the squeeze will not work (play it out that way to see why). Cashing the ♣ A is called the Vienna coup – in simple terms it transfers a split extended menace (♣ Q x in one hand and ♣ A x in the other) into a single menace and promotes one of the defense’s cards to master rank so that the squeeze will operate.

I have mentioned a few times that if the squeeze card is in the same hand as the single menace then the squeeze is automatic – it operates against either opponent.

If the single menace is in the hand opposite the squeeze card then the squeeze operates against one defender only (it is said to be positional or one-way).

The following example illustrates this.

Example 3 

♠ -

♥ A 9
♦  Q

♣ -

♠ - 
♥ K Q




♦ K

♣ 

♠ -

♥ 82
♦  -

♣ 5

There is an extended menace ♥ A 9

There is a single menace ♦ Q

There is a squeeze card ♣ 5

However, the squeeze will not operate against east because north has to discard before east. If you transpose the east cards to the west position then the squeeze will operate because west has to discard before north.

The squeeze is positional or one-way.

So far all the elements of the squeeze have been present and declarer has had to make minimal preparations with the exception of the Vienna coup in example 2.

Sometimes the cards are not so kind and a little work needs to be done.

Rectifying the count

Remember that one of the conditions required for the squeeze to operate is timing – declarer needs to be able to take all of the remaining tricks but one.

Sometimes declarer will need to give up a trick to ensure this. This technique is known as rectifying the count.

Example 4

♠ A 5 2 

♥ Q J 8
♦ A 9 4
♣ A Q 8 5 

♠ K Q J 7 3 





♠ 10 9 6

♥ 10 7 4 3







♥ 6 2




♦ 7 6








♦ J1053

♣ 10 4








♣ J 9 6 3
♠ 8 4

♥ A K 9 5
♦ K Q 8 2
♣ K 7 2 

Contract
6NT by south

Lead
♠ K

You have eleven top tricks. Unfortunately, neither minor suit breaks evenly so you plan a minor suit squeeze against east but you need to do some preparation. The timing states that you need to be able to take all of the remaining tricks but one. In this case you can’t – there are 13 tricks and you can only take 11 so you need to duck the first trick (rectifying the count). There will then be 12 tricks and you can take 11 of them.

So, checking the requirements:

Timing

yes, once you have ducked the first trick

Single menace
the ♦ 8
Extended menace
the clubs

Squeeze card
the last heart (the squeeze will be automatic)

So you duck the first trick, win the spade continuation, cash the ace, king queen of diamonds and cash three hearts leaving this position:

♠  5 

♥ 
♦ 
♣ A Q 8 5 

♠  J 3





♠   

♥ 10








♥




♦








♦ J

♣ 10 4








♣ J 9 6 3
♠  

♥ A 
♦ 8 
♣ K 7 2 

On the ♥ A (the squeeze card) north discards a spade and east is squeezed.

Note that because the single menace is in the same hand as the squeeze card the squeeze works against either opponent (it is automatic) – transpose the east cards to the west position and the squeeze still works.

Try playing out the hand without ducking the first trick and you will see that the squeeze will not work – east (or west) has an extra ‘idle’ card which can be discarded on the squeeze card.

Isolating the menace

Remember that the whole idea of a squeeze is that one defender has to guard two suits. What if both defenders can guard a critical suit? There are techniques which enable you to ensure that only one defender is able to guard that suit.

Example 5

♠ A J 5 4 

♥ 
♦ 
♣ 

♠ K 9 8 6 2 




♠ Q 10 7

♥







♥




♦







♦ 
♣







♣ 

♠ 3

♥ 
♦ 
♣ 

Suppose you are in a suit contract and plan to squeeze west in spades and another suit. As the cards lie west can discard his spades because east has a guard. However, if you play the ♠A and ruff two spades you leave west in sole control of the suit. This is known as isolating the menace.

Let’s look at a complete hand:

Example 6

♠ J 9 2 

♥ K Q 3
♦ K 8 4 3
♣ A 8 5 

♠ A K Q 7 3 





♠ 10 8 4

♥ 9








♥ 7 5 2



♦ J 10 7 2







♦ Q 9 5

♣ K 9 4 3







♣ J 10 7 2
♠ 6 5 3

♥ A J 10 8 6 4
♦ A 6
♣ Q 2 

Contract
4 ♥ by south

East leads the top three spades and continues with a trump. You can’t afford to lose the lead because you need the rest of the tricks. This looks like a squeeze hand. You have to hope that the person who holds the ♣ K also holds four diamonds. However, there is a problem – as long as east holds ♦ Q 9 5 west can discard diamonds safely. You need to isolate the menace into the west hand. Draw the remaining trumps and play ♦ A, ♦ K and ruff a diamond to leave west in sole control of the suit. Now run the rest of your trumps. On the last trump west is down to ♦ J and ♣ K J. 

Now, you have followed the previous examples carefully and you are asking why we didn’t cash the ♣ A early on (the Vienna coup).

The answer is that we need that card in dummy as an entry to the diamond. Had we cashed it earlier in the play west can discard his diamond knowing that we can’t reach the winner in dummy.

Transferring the menace

This is a close relative of the previous technique.

Consider this example:

Example 7
♠ Q 9 5 

♥ A J 8 7
♦ A K 5
♣ A 6 4 

♠ J 10 8 4 3 





♠ K 7 6 2

♥ 6








♥ 9 3



♦ 9 4 3







♦ 10 7 6

♣ K 10 8 3







♣ J 9 7 2
♠ A

♥ K Q 10 5 4 2
♦ Q J 8 2
♣ Q 5 

After some ambitious bidding you reach a contract of seven hearts and west leads the ♠ J.

You are one trick short so the timing is right for a black suit squeeze but the single menace (♠ 9) is in the hand opposite the squeeze card (your last heart) so the squeeze will be positional against west.

For the squeeze to operate west must hold the ♣ K and he must also guard the spades. In the present position, however, it is east who guards the spades.

No problem! Play small from dummy on trick one, draw trumps ending in dummy and lead the ♠ Q. East has to play the ♠ K and you ruff. This leaves dummy’s ♠ 9 as a menace over west’s ♠ 10. You have transferred the menace from the east hand into the west hand.

Now play off your winners and the three card ending will be:

♠ 9 

♥ -
♦ -
♣ A 6 

♠ 10 
♥ -







immaterial

♦  -

♣ K 10
♠ -

♥ 5
♦ -
♣ Q 5 

When you lead your last heart east is squeezed.

Note that this is another hand where you don’t cash the ♣ A for the same reason as the previous example – you need it as an entry to the single menace.

We will end this basic tutorial with a quiz hand.

Quiz

♠ A J 9  

♥ 7 5 4 2
♦ K 2
♣ A K Q 2 

♠ 10 6 4 3 2 





♠ K 8 7

♥ 6 3








♥ A



♦ 6 5 4 3







♦ A Q 10 8 7

♣ 6 5








♣ J 10 8 7
♠ Q 5

♥ K Q J 10 9 8
♦ J 9
♣ 9 4 3 

Pairs

N-S vulnerable
Dealer east

Lead =  ♦ 6
West

North

East

South


 
1♦
 
 1♥




NB

4♥

all pass

You play small from dummy on the first trick and east cashes the ♦ Q and the 

♦ A, cashes the ♥ A and exits with the ♣ J. How do you plan the play?

Email your answer to info@keswickbridgeclub.co.uk
I hope you have enjoyed this tutorial. I rely on the club experts to inform me of any errors (Trevor, William, David, John, Peter – let me know)

This tutorial is designed to be a very basic introduction to squeezes. There are several more techniques which can help prepare for a slam and there are many more types of slam.

If advanced squeeze play interests you then have a look at one of the many books available.

Four suggestions appear in the recommended books section of this website.

5
1

