Benjamin Acol and weak two opening bids

Albert Benjamin devised Benjaminised Acol in the 1950's, as a tool to combat the US Bridge Team's weak 2 system that was wreaking havoc in International Competitions. 

The advantage of weak 2 openings is, of course, that you can open a lot more hands pre-emptively.

The key feature of the system is the weak opening bids in the majors and consequently a method to express the types of hand which standard Acol players would open 2 of a major.

The basic system as played by most of the more experienced players in the county is:

Opening two bids
2H/S=
6 to 10 points with a six card suit

2C=
Either eight playing tricks in a suit or a balanced hand with 23 or 24 points


(the rebid shows which)

2D=
The game force – 23+ points or a hand worth game on its own

The remainder of the system is standard Acol

Responses to weak two opening bids

When partner opens a weak 2 hearts or spades the majority of time you will pass. Remember that partner may hold only six points.

If you hold at least 15 points then you will probably want to investigate. You do this by bidding 2NT (alertable) which is a relay bid asking partner to describe her hand. Some players simply bid a feature if they have one but most use Ogust responses (alertable):

3C=
poor points, poor suit

3D=
poor points, good suit

3H =
good points, poor suit

3S =
good points, good suit

3NT =
AKQ in the trump suit

poor points are obviously 6,7 or a poor 8

good points are obviously a good 8, 9 or 10

opinion varies as to what constitutes a good suit but I personally would say a suit headed by  ace and king or  a suit with any 3 of the top 5 honours is good!
Once you have heard partner’s response you can judge the final contract.

Responses to a 2 club opening bid

With less than an ace-king equivalent you bid 2 diamonds (alertable) and judge the best contract when you have heard partner’s rebid

With more than ace-king equivalent you describe your hand as best you can.

Examples

Partner opens 2 hearts (weak)

What is your bid with each of these hands?

a)
S K Q X X X

H X X


D A Q

C X X X X

b)
S X X 


H Q X
X X X

D X X X
C X X X 

c)
S A K Q X X X X
H -


D X X
X
C X X X 

d)
S A K Q X X

H K X X

D K X

C Q X X

Partner opens 2 clubs

What is your bid with each of these hands?

e)
S X X X

H Q X
X X X

D X X

C X X X

f)
S K Q X X X

H X X


D A Q

C X X X X

Partner opens 2 hearts (weak), you bid 2NT (Ogust) holding

S A K Q X X

H K X X

D K X

C Q X X

What is your next bid if partner then bids

g)
3 clubs

h)
3 diamonds

i)
3 hearts

J)
3 spades

