Barrage bidding

If your partner has opened the bidding with one of a suit and your right hand opponent doubles for takeout you should aim to make life as difficult as you can for your left hand opponent. You can do this by barrage bidding which raises the level at which your left hand opponent must enter the auction.

Examples

Partner opens one heart and right hand opponent doubles. You hold:

a) ♠ Q J x  
♥ x x x x 
♦ x x x

♣ x x

b) ♠ Q J x  
♥ K J x x 
♦ x x x

♣ x x

c) ♠ Q J x  
♥ K J x x 
♦ K J x
♣ x x

d) ♠ Q x x  
♥ K J x 
♦ K J x
♣ Q x

e)
♠ x x  

♥ J x x x x x 
♦ K x

♣ x x x

f)
♠ Q J x  
♥ K Q x x 
♦ K J x
♣ A x

a) Without the intervening double you would pass partner’s one heart. However, once RHO doubles you should bid two hearts with this type of hand.

b) Without the double you would bid two hearts with this hand. With the double you should bid three hearts.

c) This hand is worth a genuine three hearts and you show this after the double with a bid of two notrump.

d) This hand is worth a genuine two notrump. After the double you show this with a redouble.

e) The danger here is that the opponents will find their spade fit so your best bid is four hearts.

f) With stronger hands like this you should double and then support hearts at your next bid or take any other appropriate action as the auction develops.

I remember defending against Alison Holden and Michael a few weeks ago. With Peter and myself vulnerable Alison opened one club and Peter doubled for takeout. Michael held:

♠ x x 

♥ x  

♦ x x x

♣ J x x x x x x

What would you bid?

Michael correctly bid five clubs which made it impossible for me to bid. This looks like a very good sacrifice against our presumed major suit game but in fact five clubs makes! (fortunately we did not double). A great bid by Michael.







